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Didcot Town Council    
  

  
Address: Council Offices, Britwell Road, Didcot, OX11 7HN  
Email:   council@didcot.gov.uk  
Tel:   01235 812637  
Website:  www.didcot.gov.uk  

  

Guide to the Town Council element of your council tax 
for the year 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020  

  
In 2019/2020 Didcot Town Council will receive £106.53 for each band D household. 
This is the same amount as last year, meaning no increase in cost for the Town 
Council element of your Council Tax.  
  
Didcot Town Council’s part of your council tax bill is collected by South Oxfordshire District Council and 
this leaflet explains how the figure is arrived at and where the money goes.  
 
Although this financial year has been quite challenging in many respects it has still been possible to 
meet the financial commitments and also provide much needed support for projects in Didcot. Over 
2018/19 the Town Council has brought Didcot Civic Hall within it accounting which has resulted in an 
increase in both expenditure and income. The Town Council constantly seeks and strives to improve 
services and provide the best value to the community for the small proportion of the total council tax bill 
collected by South Oxfordshire District Council.  
 
This is a summary of our budget for 2019/20. 

 
 

Budget Summary for 2019/2020 
 

 

Expenditure    £    

Finance and General Purposes Committee  502,704  

Grant Aid  

Didcot Civic Hall 

  38,000 

 290,050 

Environment Committee  402,400  

Environment Projects 923,000  

Total  2,156,154   

Less General Income expected           

Less expected grant income 

(355,524)  

(800,000) 

Equals: total expenditure to be collected via Council Tax (the precept)  1,000,630  

  
Dividing this precept figure by the tax base of 9393.0 gives the Town Council’s component of Council 
Tax for a Band D Property as £106.53 per year.  
 
In more detail, the following says how we have spent money and how we will spend money in 
2019/2020. 
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The Finance and General Purposes Committee  
 
The Town Council draws its income from relatively few sources and the Council Tax precept is by far 
the biggest source of revenue.  Whilst the Council continues its examination of expenditure and 
potential savings, it is also looking at income sources.  A significant way in which the Council lessens 
the financial burden on residents is that it continues to receive contract income in the region of £83,000 
from SOLL Leisure; the company awarded the management contract of Willowbrook Leisure Centre 
until 2023. 
 
A major single cost going forward will still be repayments, around £123,000 annually, to service the 
loan of £1.83 million used to refurbish and extend the Civic Hall and Town Council offices.  
 
The Council maintains reserves that it has earmarked for future maintenance or renewal of its buildings 
in recognition of the need to undertake remedial work to some of its aging assets. 
 
There is further detail below about the Environment Committee’s expenditure but otherwise the Council 
recognises that Didcot residents want to feel safe so the annual contribution towards CCTV (£9,500) 
will remain as will the partial funding of a Police Community Support Officer (£18,500).  The Council will 
continue to provide financial support to the Ladygrove Community Centre (£3,200), provide funds for a 
summer fayre (£9,000) and grant aid to voluntary organisations and groups that can bring benefit to 
Didcot’s residents (£38,000).   
 

 
Since April 2018 grant aid has supported: 

 

 

• 12th Didcot Scout Group 

• Be Free Young Carers 

• Citizens Advice Didcot 

• Didcot Arts and Community Association 

• Greek and Roman Festival 

• King Alfred Drive Community Centre 

• Oxford Deaf and Hard of Hearing Centre 

• Play and Activity Day 

• Didcot & District Royal British Legion • Revitalise 

• Didcot Library 

• Didcot Volunteer Centre 

• Free Christmas Dinner Project 

• Thames Valley Police 

• The Abingdon Bridge 

  

 

The Environment Committee  
  
The Environment Committee oversees outdoor services, which delivers the management and 
maintenance of parks and recreational open green spaces owned or leased by the Council and sports, 
leisure and recreational activities.   
 

Amongst its new projects for 2019/2020 the Council plans to spend £923,000 on the following: 
 

• Smallbones play area refurbishment 

• An additional monitored CCTV camera  

• Extensive football pitch maintenance 

• Improvements at Ladygrove Lakes 

• A new Town Council vehicle 

• Improvements at Kynaston Cemetery 

• Building project fees for proposed new pavilion in Edmonds Park 
 
Earmarked funding is also allocated towards the following projects: 
 

• Creation of a new outdoor services depot at Edmonds park 

• Election cost 

• Ongoing buildings maintenance 
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In the 2018/19 financial year, in addition to the usual maintenance the Committee:  

 
• Undertook a programme of water treatment at the Ladygrove Lakes 

• Started building the new depot at Edmonds Park 

• Improved access to Stubbings Land 

• Carried out improvements to the drainage at New Road Allotments 

• Started improvements to the football pitches at Edmonds Park and Loyd Recreation  

   
Our sites and day to day maintenance 
 

Our large sites are at: 
 

 

• Edmonds Park  • Kynaston Road Cemetery 

• Ladygrove Park • Ladygrove Lakes 

• Smallbones Recreation Park • Allotment sites:  

• Marsh Recreation Ground  ▪ New Road  

• Great Western Drive Park  ▪ Broadway  

• Loyd Recreation Park  ▪ Wantage Road  

• Stubbings Land  ▪ Cockcroft Road  

• Millennium Wood ▪ Mereland Road    

  
 
Including some smaller sites, the Council manages a combined land area of over 100 acres.  In terms 
of allotments the Council administers over 420 plots in conjunction with a users’ liaison group that 
reports regularly on problems and successes. 
 
An excellent team of full time grounds staff, led by the Outdoor Services Manager, maintains land 
owned by Didcot Town Council.    
 
The work of the team includes:  
 

• Tree care and annual planting  

• Allotment maintenance  

• Litter clearance  

• Cutting grass and hedges  

• Maintaining flower beads and hanging baskets 

• Play area equipment repairs and inspection 

• Sports pitch maintenance  

• Vehicle and machinery maintenance  

 

Feedback  
  

Didcot Town Council would like to hear your views and any comments you may have on the services 

provided or what you would like to see in the future.  Comments may be emailed to 

council@didcot.gov.uk, or in writing to Didcot Town Council, Town Council Offices, Britwell Road, 

Didcot, Oxon OX11 7HN, or hand them into the Council office on Britwell Road.  

  

In order to ensure you receive a response and so that we can verify you are a Didcot resident, please 

provide your name and address.   


