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Benson Parish Council has requested a precept of £182,871 in order to maintain the 

services and facilities it provides for the Parish. This represents an increase of 32% for 

a band D property or 50p per week (£26 per year). 

 

The Parish Council has looked hard at where it can make savings both in terms of cuts 

and efficiencies but the particular challenges and pressures it currently faces include; 

 

1 A slower than anticipated increase in the number of new households in the 

Parish with a larger proportion of affordable housing, meaning precept income 

projections have been less than anticipated. 

2 Unexpected capital costs such as new boilers and water tanks for the Parish 

Hall, new rigorous legionella management, and fire prevention measures. 

Also a large rise in utility costs. 

3 Increases in staffing costs due to changes in employers pension contributions 

and a relaxing of the public sector pay cap governed by the National Joint 

Council which the Council is legally obliged to abide by. 

4 Ever increasing demand for the Parish to support services previously 

provided by the County Council eg childrens services, and constant requests 

for contributions for road repairs & mowing. 

5 Several years of relying on reserves to keep the precept rise to a minimal 

level which now have to be replaced in order to afford to run the facilities the 

Parish requires. 

6 A significant budget to cover election costs due in May 2019 

7 A need to put money aside for larger Parish projects 
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The full budget breakdown and precept calculation is as follows 
 

 2018/19 
Projected 

Running Cost £ 

 2019/20 Budgeted 
Running Costs £ 

Income £ 

Administration 110,770  122,700 900 

Halls 58,603  58,073 57,000 

Village 9,530  9,900 104 

Green Spaces and 
Play Areas  

12,940  12,000 4250 

Continuing Costs 
and non-
reclaimable VAT 

21,750  21750  

     

 191,843  224,423 62,254 

     

2019/20 
contribution to 
allocated projects 
fund 

  20702  

   245,125  

Precept = 
expenditure minus 
income 

  182,871  

 
The following are some of the projects and services the Council plan to deliver in the 

2019/20 financial year 

 

Item Description Current Fund £ 

Parish Hall Large scale project to 
replace outdated kitchen 
and toilets, install lift to first 
floor, room alterations and 
construction of ground floor 
Parish Office 

142,500 

Play Equipment Replacement of broken 
equipment 

51,300 

Allotments Maintenance of hedges, 
gates and fences 

15,000 

Millbrook Mead Walkway Replacement 15,000 

Parish Hall Car Park Re surfacing of overflow 
car park 

10,000 

AEDs Part funding for 2 public 
access defibrillators 

2,000 

 
The Council is actively involved in planning new facilities on the new housing 

developments. These include a new community building and skate park. These do not 

form part of the budgeting process currently as it is hoped they can be funded through 

the CIL contributions from the developers. 
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Benson Parish Council is committed to continue to deliver the projects, facilities and 

services the residents and visitors to the village expect and use every effort in the 

budgeting process to achieve this. If you have any views, questions or feedback then 

please do get in contact 

 

 

 

clerk@bensonpc.org.uk 

www.bensonpc.org.uk 

01491 825038 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Field 

Responsible Finance Officer March 2019 
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